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As we come to the end of a very busy first week back, | wanted to say how much | have
loved my first week as Headteacher of Dame Dorothy Primary School.
Spending time getting to know the children and staff has been a real highlight for me -
whether that’s visiting lessons, chatting in the lunch hall or watching the children play
and laugh on the yard. | have also really appreciated the many parents and carers who
have stopped to introduce themselves and say hello; thank you so much for such a
warm welcome. Please do continue to say hello if | haven’t yet had the chance to meet
you - | look forward to getting to know you over the coming weeks.

It has been wonderful to see learning in action across school. From Year 6 confidently
grappling with tricky percentages, to our Key Stage 1 children trying their very best with
handwriting and phonics, learning is clearly something our children are proud of. In
Early Years, the children have been observing the signs of spring and painting some
beautiful cherry blossom.

This term marks an exciting and important time for our children as they continue to
learn and grow. We have so much to look forward to, including trips, the Sunderland
3K, Sports Day, beach visits, the end of primary assembly and visits to new classes.
These experiences are such an important part of school life and play a key role in
helping our children flourish — not only academically, but socially and emotionally too.



We are also looking forward to welcoming the next generation of Dame
Dotters! Letters were sent out by the Local Authority last week allocating places, and
we are very excited to meet our new children and families over this term and help
them feel confident, happy and that they truly belong as part of our school community.
This first week has shown me that Dame Dorothy is a very special place. Being part of
this community means belonging — it means we look out for one another, we are on the
same team, and we support and encourage each other to be the best we can be. By
working together as a community, we create the conditions where every child can
learn well, feel valued and truly flourish.

Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support and partnership —
really does make a difference.

| wish everyone a fantastic and restful weekend.
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SCHOOL MEALS

The school meals service is holding a Mad Science theme day on Friday 1°* May .
We would encourage all children to have a school meal on the day.
If your child does not normally have school dinners then please let the school office

know in advance if they want to be part of the promotional day so that the kitchen can
plan to feed them.

MADIS I ENCEIDAYS

FRIDAY 18T A

-

Bunsen burner burger
Fission fish fingers

Scientist sandwich
selection

SERV.EDIWITH
Physics potato wedges

and Biology baked beans
or pipette peas
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NEW AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS - STARTING THIS WEEK

We’re excited to announce a fantastic range of new after school clubs, launching this
week! There’s something for everyone, with fun, engaging activities designed to
inspire, energise, and spark curiosity.

Choose from:

= Science Club - Get hands-on with exciting experiments and fun science
activities each week. Perfect for curious minds!

= Football/ Multi-Sports Club — Action-packed sessions filled with energetic ball
games, played outdoors (weather permitting) and lots of teamwork.

= Baking Club — Create delicious treats and learn new recipes while building
practical kitchen skills.

= Animal Club - A unique, hands-on experience interacting with animals such as
rabbits, geckos, skinny pigs and more, learning about care and responsibility.

= Nerf Club - High-energy, fun-based Nerf games focusing on teamwork, strategy,
and lots of smiles.
All clubs run until 5:00pm.

How to Book: Bookings are now open via the Arbor app.

Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first served basis, so don’t
miss out!

We look forward to welcoming children to our new clubs. Please get in touch if you
have any questions.
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BREAKFAST CLUB REMINDER

Children must arrive at school before 8:30am to access Breakfast Club.

If children arrive after 8:30am, they will not be able to enter school until the main gate
opens at 8:45am.

DINKY DOTS RETURNS

We will be back on Thursday 30™ April at 1:00pm.
The gate will close promptly at 1:10pm.

We can’t wait to see all your lovely faces again for lots of fun, creativity, and play!

Please spread the word and invite new friends along to come and enjoy the fun too!

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is so important for children to get the most from their
education and the aim should always be 100%.

Children with 5 late arrivals will miss out on prizes and awards even if they are at

98%.

School starts at 8am with our free breakfast club, open to anyone in
Reception - Year 6 classes but must enter before 8:30am, classroom
doors open from 8:45 - 8:55. Any children arriving after this time should
enter via the school office, where a late mark will be given.
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This week’s attendance winners with 98.6% are Reception :
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DIARY DATES
= 30" April - Dinky Dots Returns
) = 4" May - Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED
= 11-15"May - Y6 SATS week
’ = 17" May - Sunderland 3K
= 239-315*May - Half Term
= 18" June - Y3 @Broomhouse Farm
= 24" June - Summer Concert |
= 14" July - Sports Day ‘
= 17" July - Y6 Leavers Assembly @2pm \/\_‘




