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YEAR 5 TRANSITION DAYS AT MONKWEARMOUTH 

On Thursday and Friday this week, our Year 5 children had the exciting opportunity to experience life 
as secondary school students during two fantastic transition days at Monkwearmouth Academy. 

 
From the moment they arrived, our pupils embraced the challenge of stepping into the shoes of 

future Year 7s. They took part in a variety of engaging lessons, including music, PE, science 
investigations, history, and even got creative in the art department. One of the standout moments 

was performing a historical newsflash in front of none other than Horrible Histories author Terry 
Deary — a truly memorable experience! 

 
Lunchtime was another highlight, as the children got to sample food from the Academy’s canteen. 

The verdict? The paninis and chicken curry were definite favourites! 
 

Throughout the two days, our pupils began to form friendships with children from other local 
schools, helping to build the sense of community they’ll be part of in the future. 

 
Staff at Monkwearmouth were full of praise for our children, commenting on their excellent 

behaviour, teamwork, respect, and positive attitude across all activities. 
 

It was a brilliant two days that gave our Year 5s a real taste of what’s to come – and they’re already 
looking forward to their next visit! 

  

 Stars of the Week  
Year 1 Temi 
Year 2 Arthur 
Year 3 Osayuwamen 
Year 4 Zak 
Year 5 Thierry 
Year 6 Desire 

House Point Winners 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 



FOOTBALL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIMBLEDON 

Last week some of our children had the opportunity to visit the iconic tennis competition at 
Wimbledon. It was a very start and a very late finish, but we had an amazing day. We were fortunate 
to see victories for British players Sonay Kartel and Cam Norrie on Number 1 court as well as take in 
all the sights and sounds. The children were brilliantly behaved and a credit to both school and their 

families.  
 
 

Our Year 5 team played in a tournament at 
Castleview yesterday. In scorching sunshine, 

they played all day - although it was tiring, they 
never complained and played well.  

In our group, we won 3 out of our 4 games, 
drawing 2-2 with Northern Saints in the other. 

We finished the group with 23 goals scored, with 
Frankie, Isaac, Mason, Charlie and Levi all 

scoring. This ensured we progressed through to 
the semi-finals, where we beat Castletown 2-1 

thanks to two goals from Isaac. 
After this, we then played Northern Saints in the 

final. In an incredibly close game, with lots of 
tired legs on both sides after a whole day in the 
sun, we unfortunately lost 1-0. The team played 
well in each game and should be proud of their 

effort in this tournament and the season as a 
whole. Well done! 

 



 



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Last week, a group of Y5 and Y6 children had the best few days at Derwent Hill, near 
Keswick. They had so many wonderful experiences and participated in so many exciting 
activities that they would never have done, had they not gone. It was a jam-packed week 

to say the least! 
  
The children took part in a number of different activities, including: 
 
· Bush crafts  
· High ropes course 
· Gorge walking 
· Canoeing  
· Orienteering  
· Low ropes course 
· Mountain walks 
· Team-building games 
· Indoor rock climbing 
· The big swing, aka the ‘Death Swing’ - don’t worry, no-one has ever died on it!  
 

Bush crafts 

We made campfires using 
flint and steel and roasted 
marshmallows - they were 

very tasty! 



Canoeing 
We went canoeing on Derwent Water, having to 

steer our canoes to various points on the lake. We 
enjoyed playing games out on the canoes and 

stopping for hot chocolate was definitely a 
welcomed bonus! 

During our orienteering activities, we had to use 
maps and clues to find various things around the 
centre. There was some fantastic team-work on 

display and the children managed extremely well! 

Orienteering 

Low ropes course 
The children loved 

playing on the low ropes 
course. They enjoyed a 

number of rope 
challenges, monkey 

bars, swings, zip lines, 
balance beams and 

more. 

Gorge walking 
Gorge walking was definitely one of the 

most popular activities during our 
week away. The children absolutely 
loved climbing over rocks, plodging 
through water, sliding down rocky 

slopes and even jumping into large 
pools of water. The cold water didn’t 

phase them at all! 

High ropes 
The children really challenged themselves on the 
high ropes course. It was so high and every single 

child pushed themselves to climb at least one 
step higher than they were comfortable with. 
What a display of courage and determination! 



  The mountain walks were definitely 
one of the most physically 

challenging activities that we all 
took part in. However, every single 

child managed their climb and 
were rewarded with some 

incredible views at the top. 

Mountain walks 

Team building games 
The children worked in groups to 

complete a number of fun 
challenges. The majority of these 

involved team-work and was a great 
way for the children to get to know 

others that they perhaps hadn’t 
really spoken to much. 

Climbing wall 
The children were fearless 

and were brilliant at the 
climbing wall, with lots of 

them managing to climb to 
the top of multiple walls! 

And finally the death swing...this was definitely 
another firm favourite amongst the children. 

Again, every single child pushed themselves to 
achieve what they set their mind to, whether 
this was to jump off, climb to the platform or 
even to get half way up the ladder. We are so 

proud of every single one of them! 

The Death Swing 

The perseverance and resilience displayed by all children at Derwent Hill was absolutely 
fantastic. When things were hard, they always took one more step and pushed 

themselves that little bit further. Challenges were taken on with such gusto and it was 
wonderful to see the children encourage and support each other. They truly showed what 

stars they are. The behaviour of the children was excellent too. A number of staff at 
Derwent Hill even commented on what a pleasure it was to have Dame Dorothy Primary 
School at the centre, what a delightful, polite group it was and what a lovely vibe there 

was around the centre all week. We are so proud of each and every child who went. They 
really are a credit to our school! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are very sadly saying goodbye to Mrs Kirtley at the end of July as she takes a well-

deserved early retirement. Mrs Kirtley has been part of our staff for 11 years, 
supporting countless numbers of children learning to read and write.  Mrs Kirtley is 
much loved amongst our children, and I know how upset they will be, as will all her 

colleagues here at Dame Dorothy. We wish her all the very best for her future 
adventures. 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS 

Attendance is so important for children to get the most from their 
education and the aim should always be 100%.  

This week’s attendance winners with 99.6% are Year 4. 

Reminder, all doors close at 08:55. Any children arriving after this time 
should enter via the school office, where a late mark will be given. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SUMMER TERM CALENDAR: 
 

▪ 15 Jul  Sports Day: 
EYFS 9:15am 

Y1 & Y2 10:30am 
Y3 & &4 1pm 
Y5 & Y6 2pm 

▪ 16 Jul  End of year Nursery celebration – 11am – Parents welcome 
▪ 16 Jul  Reception graduation – 2:30pm – Parents welcome 
▪ 17 Jul  Beach Day 
▪ 18 Jul  Y6 Leaver’s Assembly – 2pm 
▪ 23 Jul  Y6 Guard of Honor – 12:45pm 

 

▪ 23 Jul  SCHOOL CLOSES 1PM 
 

INSET DAYS 2025/26 
 

Four inset days are scheduled for the 2025/26 academic year. They will be on the 
following dates: 

▪ 4th & 5th Sep 2025 
▪ 24th Oct 2025 
▪ 17th Apr 2026 


