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SUNDERLAND CITY 3K

A huge congratulations to our 3k runners this year, all 48 of them who completed the run around the
streets of Sunderland. Every one of our children have trained with staff every Friday throughout the
cold winter months to be ready for this event. We are a totally unique setting with our focus on
physical health through our running and active uniform and the city 3k day is a brilliant showcase for
our wonderful children.

Thank you too for the parental support we received. Every child arrived with parents or family to
cheer them on and make the day extra special.
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YEAR 3-CHOCOLATE FACTORY

On Thursday, Year 3 went on an exciting trip to Davenport’s Chocolates. Everyone was buzzing with
excitement as we got on the metro to travel to a working chocolate factory.
When we arrived, we were warmly welcomed by Jane the chocolatier who invited everyone to
become chocolatiers for the day, and we even needed to put on hair nets!

We were taken into a special room where we watched a chocolate making demonstration. The
smell of the chocolate filled the air and made our mouths water as Jane began to cut and shape a
honey truffle centre for one of her sweet creations. The chocolatier showed us how to melt the
chocolate, cover the individual chocolates with a sweet, creamy layer of rich chocolate and finally,
the process of adding the finishing design elements.

After the demonstration, it was our turn to become chocolatiers! We each had a chance to make
our own chocolate treats. We each made a chocolate lolly with a stencil design and some milk
chocolate buttons with rainbow sprinkles. It was a bit messy, but so much fun! Everyone
concentrated hard to make their chocolates look as good as they tasted.

At the end of the day, we were allowed to take our creations home. Some of us couldn’t resist
having a little nibble before we made our way back to school!

We had a brilliant time at Davenport’s Chocolates. We learned a lot about
how chocolate is made, and we all agreed it was one of the tastiest trips we have ever been on!




FOOTBALL

Last night, our Year 5 and 6 football team played their final league game of the year, finishing with a
0-0 draw against Hudson Road. It was a good performance with lots of chances but unfortunately,
they couldn't find a way through a very organised defence. However, this result meant they finished
the league as joint champions with South Hylton! Our team has mainly consisted of Year 5s this
year so this is a massive achievement. The draw last night also meant that they finished the league
unbeaten.

We will now progress to a finals night on the 6™ June against the winners of other divisions.

Pos Mixed ‘C’ Division P W D L PTS
1 | Dame Dorothy 12 8 4 0 28
2 | South Hylton 12 8 4 0 28
3 | St Leonard’s 12 7 4 1 25
4 | StJohn Bosco 12 7 2 3 23
5 | Hudson Road 12 5 4 3 19
6 | St Patrick’s 12 4 3 5 15
7 | Stloseph’s 12 4 3 5 15
8 | Town End Farm 12 3 4 5 13
9 | Thorney Close 12 3 4 5 13

10 | Grange Park 12 3 3 6 12

11 | Richard Avenue 12 3 2 7 11

12 | Hylton Castle 12 1 3 5 6

13 | Grangetown 12 0 4 8 4
ARBOR APP

With the new parent app all parents can now see their child’s
attendance when logging in. This updates daily and you can monitor
this to help your child achieve 98% or above.

We have a small amount of balance that must be paid, please check

your child’s balance on the arbor app to make any payments that are
outstanding i.e. Music tuition, swimming, trips and clubs.



ATTENDANCE

We were delighted to be able to recognise and celebrate the good attendance of so many of our
children last week. Without good attendance (a minimum of 95%) academic learning, progress and
attainment becomes very difficult. We will be reviewing and updating our attendance policy during

the summer term with an expectation that children do not miss out on valuable schooling without
good reason.

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS

Attendance is so important for children to get the most from their education and the
aim should always be 100%. Each week the class with the best overall attendance
will get anice lolly treat to enjoy on Friday.

This week’s attendance winners with 99.6% are Year 6.

Reminder, all doors close at 08:55. Any children arriving after
this time should enter via the school office, where a late mark
will be given.



My Wand
Next Friday marks the final day at Dame Dorothy for Miss Ward who is retiring after
serving the children and families of this school for nearly 30 years.
During that time Miss Ward has helped thousands of children to read and write and
put millions of plasters over cut knees. She has been an amazing person to have work
with us at Dame Dorothy, and we are going to miss her so much.

On behalf of governors, staff and families | am sure you will join with me in wishing
her a long and happy retirement.

—
DIARY DATES

= 19 May Y6 Race Day

= 20 May Y3 /Y4 Rughy @Westoe

= 21 May Y4 Football @Monkwearmouth

= 23 May Y5 Adventure Centre

A reminder that school is closed on the 26-30 May for half-term. School re-
opens on Monday 2" June.




Reception Class are currently enjoying learning about minibeasts. This is a fabulous way to cover all
areas of learning using hands on experiences. The children have enjoyed thinking about the place of
minibeasts within God’s wonderful world. They have learned about the amazing superpowers those
tiny creatures have and how they work hard to maintain our ecosystem. The children now
understand how helpful ladybirds are in eating aphids, how worms soften, aerate and feed our soil
and the role of the different visitors to the composter.
The children showed great care and respect when handling and examining the worms when
rehoming them in our composter and the classroom wormery. This enabled the children to watch
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Carrying out the worm hunt allowed the children to prepare the planters ready for planting. Such 1
activities teach the children about the responsibilities of caring for our environment as well as !
encouraging sustainability. An emphasis has also been placed upon being grateful for our food and :
reducing wastage. i

The children are deepening their understanding of local habitats by considering where different i
minibeasts live, and where they would be most likely to be found. Children are now recognising 1
simple classifications of numbers of legs, winged creatures and whether they live above or below 1
the ground. Some children were lucky enough to take part in a tree planting scheme to enhance the |
environment and encourage minibeasts to visit our garden. !

The children have been examining a selection of books and beginning to understand the different :
features of fiction and non fiction. Some children can explain how non fiction books have captions, :
photographs and labels. i

Use of fact books has enabled the children to do some research and complete some factual writing.
As aresult, there are some beautiful displays up in the classroom. It is wonderful to see some I
children now able to think of their own thoughts and ideas then write them more independently. I
The generic bug hunt was not only lots of fun, (apologies for the dirty children that day, ) it createda |
wonderful way to learn new vocabulary including naming parts of the creatures and describing the !
way they looked and moved. Once again, the children showed great empathy when handling god’s :
creatures with respect. Afterwards, the children collected data, enabling them to count in greater i
numbers in a fun and engaging way. i

After closely examining 1
the minibeasts the I
children were able to 1
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I closely as the worms buried down shifting food and making patterns in the layers of materials.
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73 sketch and paint with
h’ more detail. It was very
/M exciting to see children
using their initiative
when using craft
resources to create
minibeasts in their own
independent way.




