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YEAR 6 SATS – MESSAGE FROM MR ROBINSON 

Next week, our Year 6s will be sitting their SATs tests from Monday to Thursday. It is completely 
natural to feel anxious; however, I’d like you all to keep a few things in mind. 

Next week is an opportunity to show everyone just how much progress you’ve made – you are all 
ready for these assessments and I know you are all desperate to do your best and do yourself 

proud. 
 

However, the SATs papers you do next week will not define your time at Dame Dorothy. Your impact 
on the school and the staff will not be whether your scaled score was 102 or 103 in your SPAG 

paper. Instead, this impact will be measured in the kindness you have shown to others for the past 
seven years. The SATs will not test your personality, your sense of humour, your ability to help 

others or your ability to put up with my rubbish jokes. Regardless of what that score is at the end of 
the paper, regardless of which questions you find easy and which ones you find difficult, we are all 

extremely proud of you all and everything you’ve achieved here. 
~ Mr Robinson 

 
 
The schedule for SATs week: 
 

Monday 12th May          
Grammar, spelling and punctuation 

Tuesday 13th May 
Reading paper 

Wednesday 14th May 
Maths papers 1 & 2 

Thursday 15th May 
Maths paper 3 

  

 Stars of the Week  
Year 1 Ramsey 
Year 2 Daniel 
Year 3 Hevar 
Year 4 Michelle 
Year 5 Lara 
Year 6 Lana Dev & Star 

Musician Avneet 

House Point Winners 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 



YEAR 5 – ADVENTURE CENTRE 

Year 5 went on an adventure on Tuesday, to go kayaking starting at the marina and going along the 
mouth of the River Wear. After much laughter getting into our wetsuits (penguin waddles spring to 

mind) we were ready for a lesson on rowing and how to steer the kayak before getting into the water. 
In our teams, we managed to navigate our way out of the Marina and onto the River Wear. We raced 

each other to the buoy, well done yellow team. Teamwork was key, with counting our strokes, 
timing our rows and everyone putting in equal effort to move across the water. Next, we negotiated 
our kayaks to the small beach near the Glass Centre. Time for some water safety discussions and a 

dip in the water. Everyone had great fun floating with our life jackets and splashing each other. To 
soon, it was time to get back in the Kayaks and head back to the Marina. Then, it was finally time to 

wrestle off our wetsuits, get warm and dry and head back to school.  Thank you to all the staff at 
Adventure Sunderland, we cannot wait to return 23rd May! 

 

  



  

Today, our school took a step back in 
time to honour VE Day with a fun and 
meaningful celebration! 
 
Children came dressed in 1940s-style 
outfits, played traditional games from 
the era, and learned about the 
significance of Victory in Europe Day 
in a way that was both engaging and 
educational. 
 
It was a joy to see the playground filled 
with tug of war, sack races, and smiling 
faces - just like it might have been back 
in 1945! 
 



SUNDERLAND CITY 3K 

This Sunday the school will be represented by nearly 50 children taking part in the Sunderland City 
3k run. We pride ourselves on caring for the health and fitness of our pupils and we take great 

pleasure from seeing so many children able to complete the run. If you are able to come along and 
cheer on the children, the race begins at 9am with (hopefully) all our children safely completed the 

run by about 9:20am. Good luck to all our runners. 
 

For those children participating in the run, we need to meet much earlier, at 8am at the Peacock 
pub in the city centre. 

DRESS DOWN DAY 

On Friday 16th May, Year 5 are organising a whole school dress down day, Hooray! All children from 
Nursery up to Year 6 can come in non-school uniform for the day with a donation of £1. This is our 

last push for our profit and loss PSHE topic fundraising for this year. We want to thank everyone who 
have helped so far and to everyone who will take part in our dress down day.  

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS 

Attendance is so important for children to get the most from their education and the 
aim should always be 100%. Each week the class with the best overall attendance 

will get an ice lolly treat to enjoy on Friday. 

This week’s attendance winners with 98% are Year 4. 

Reminder, all doors close at 08:55. Any children arriving after 
this time should enter via the school office, where a late mark 

will be given. 

 
  

DIARY DATES 
 

▪ 11 May  Sunderland 3K 
▪ 12-15 May  Y6 SATS 
▪ 15 May  Y3 Chocolate Factory 
▪ 16 May  Dress Down Day – more details to follow 
▪ 19 May  Y6 Race Day 
▪ 21 May  Y4 Football @Monkwearmouth 
▪ 23 May  Y5 Adventure Centre 
▪ 26-30 May  HALF TERM 

 



 
 
 

The time in Y1 is flying! Here is a little look at some of the things we have been doing over the last term… 
 

In our topic work, we have been learning about lots of things from the past including toys 
and transport methods. We learned about a lady from the past called Mary Seacole and 

we discussed all the wonderful things she did to help the injured soldiers during the 
Crimean War. We are moving onto a topic about humans and animals. We will be naming 

different body parts of both people and various animals. We will be doing some data 
collection and learning how to create bar charts, tally charts and pictograms. We are 

going to learn about the life of Florence Nightingale and will compare this to Mary 
Seacole. There are lots of similarities! 

 
In our maths lessons, we have been learning to work 
with numbers up to 50, adding and subtracting by 
putting the largest number in our head and counting 
on/back, as well as adjusting to find our answers. We 
have also been recapping how to count in 2s, 5s and 
10s. We even enjoy taking our maths lessons outside 
when the weather is nice! This term, we will be learning 
to recognise and count money, as well as learning to 
tell the time to the o’clock and half past. 

 
 
 

We are so lucky to have a lovely outdoor area to access throughout the day. 
We have so much fun with our friends and learn so much through play. 

 
 
 
 

We had a lovely walk along the river, looking at lots of different human and 
physical features. Once at Roker, we made some art in the style of Andy 

Goldsworthy, using natural resources found on the beach. We finished our busy 
day with a lovely play in Roker Park. 

 
 

 
 

In PE, last half-term, we enjoyed learning to dance. We did so well at 
remembering our dance routines and lots of us had some fantastic 

rhythm! We have now moved onto athletics with Donna. We are 
working on ways to improve our running, throwing and jumping skills. 

 
 

 
 

In science, we have been learning about materials and their properties. We are 
now learning about plants. We will be looking at a number of wild and garden 

flowers. We even planted our own seeds last week, so we are looking after them 
carefully to see if they grow! 

 
 
 

We enjoyed making some delicious  
crispy cakes at Easter time. 
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