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NATIONAL NOMINATION 

We were very proud to receive a national nomination from Youth Sport Trust in the category of 
‘Outstanding Primary Practice’ at an awards dinner in Telford last month. This nomination was 

received for our commitment to physical health and well-being. Our move to an active uniform was 
one of the key areas highlighted by YST, along with our daily running, PE and use of MOKI bands. We 

were obviously disappointed not to win in that category, but we will give it our best efforts for next 
year.  

 
Full list of shortlisted entries: 
 

• Summerhill Academy, Bristol   
• St Breock Primary School, Cornwall   
• Mount Hawke Academy, Cornwall   
• Orchard Meadow Primary School, Oxfordshire   
• The Beacon Pupil Referral Unit, Reddich  
• Cubitt Town Primary School, London   
• Dame Dorothy Primary School, Sunderland  

 
 

Following on from our national nomination by YST, we have been asked to host a day of filming in 
school by them to produce a case study video of our commitment to physical health. The filming 

will focus on our active uniform and how it has increased the amount of movement and play 
children get up to each day. 

   
We are really looking forward to this taking place and would ask that you make sure the children are 

dressed in our active uniform so they can participate in filming. You should have received a 
message via the Arbor app requesting your permission to film your children last week. 

 Please ensure you return this immediately. 
  

 Stars of the Week  
Year 1 Benaiah 
Year 2 Hawal 
Year 3 Ryan 
Year 4 Dabira 
Year 5 Frankie 
Year 6 Mark 

Musician Ivy 

House Point Winners 

Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 



YEAR 5 – ROKER BEACH 

Year 5 finished their Geography field work study with the River Wear Trust 
today at Roker beach, following our ordnance survey map and learning 
more symbols. In the afternoon we went rock pooling and found some 

enormous crabs. 
 

  



YEAR 3 – BROOMHOUSE FARM 

On Thursday, Year 3 had an amazing second outing to Broom House Farm. The excitement was 
infectious as we boarded the bus, wrapped up warm, ready for any weather eventuality. To our 

amazement, the rain stayed away, ensuring a full day where we could explore and learn. 
The children began by exploring the local area and learning about different trees, including how to 

identify them. They can now spot horse-chestnut and oak trees. We then wandered over to the 
fields and ran down the bank to collect leaves. 

On our way to the farm, we spotted many animals grazing in the fields, but now was our chance to 
get a closer look at the animals on a working farm. The pigs were amazing! The children 

couldn’t believe how big the sow was and how much the piglets loved to play fight. On exiting the 
pig shed, the children were able to watch two lambs being born! We decided to call them Dame 

and Dotty. 
After a well-earned lunch break, we went down into the forest. The children had a chance to play on 
the ziplines, giant slides, and walk the plank. It was lovely to hear the laughter echoing through the 

forest as the children explored the wealth of adventures that awaited around every corner. 
We can’t wait to go back in the summer! 

 

  



YEAR 5 - SLEEPOVER 

Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed their sleepover on Friday evening and engaged in many activities, both 
indoors and outdoors. Children ate pitta pizzas and fruit kebabs they made themselves and had 

snacks while watching a movie. One thing they didn’t have much of was SLEEP.  



Mrs Edmundson 
 

We are heartbroken to share the news that Sheila Edmundson has passed away this week. 
 

Sheila worked at Dame Dorothy for nearly 30 years as a lunchtime assistant and housekeeper. But 
to everyone who knew her she was so much more than that. Sheila was a grandmother and trusted 

adult to so many generations of families. She always greeted the children with a warm smile and 
friendly word. As children moved through the school, they would deliberately stand next to Sheila 

to tower over her knowing that she would play along with their fun.   
Quite simply, the children at Dame Dorothy loved Sheila, as did all of the staff. 

  



DIARY DATES 
 

▪ 14 – 25 Apr Easter Half Term 

DERWENT HILL - MEETING 

Mrs Horn will be holding a meeting on Wednesday 9th April at 3:30pm to discuss 
arrangements for our residential visit to Derwent Hill. Please make every effort to 

attend. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

We have some exciting news to share with you! From Monday 28th April Dame 
Dororthy Primary will be relaunching our breakfast club – more information to follow 

next week. 
 

ATTENDANCE CHAMPIONS 

 

Attendance is so important for children to get the most from their education and 
the aim should always be 100%. Each week the class with the best overall 

attendance will get an ice lolly treat to enjoy on Friday. 

This week’s attendance winners with 94.8% are Year 3. 

Reminder, all doors close at 08:55. Any children arriving after this 

time should enter via the school office, where a late mark will be 

given. 
 



 Year 3  
Newsletter Special 

Chocolate 
This term in Year Three, we have been learning 
about everything related to chocolate.  We 
researched the history of chocolate and where 
it originated from.  We also looked at how it has 
changed through time to the bars we have now.  
We have written a fantastic story about a 
chocolate factory and even designed and made 
our own chocolate bars!    

Rugby 
We have been extremely fortunate in Year 3 
this term to have the Newcastle Falcons come 
into school and teach us all about the 
theoretical and practical elements of rugby. 
We have not only been actively engaging in 
the sport of rugby: throwing, catching, and 
running drills, but we have also utilised our 
minds to analyse rugby using our maths and 
science knowledge. 

Dance 
As a school that values physical activity to stimulate the 
body and mind, dance has been a freeing way for the 
children to express themselves through movement. 
With the guidance of our expert coaches, the children 
have choreographed dance sequences and built up their 
confidence to perform in front of others. 

Design and Technology 
In D&T this term, we have designed and built 
our own pneumatic vehicles. Working in small 
groups, we investigated how air power could 
be used to apply a force that would ultimately 
move a four-wheeled vehicle of our own 
creation. The class was then able to test, 
evaluate, and finally race their vehicles. This 
lesson was a great example of resilience and 
problem-solving. 

TT Rockstars 
This term we have been focusing on our times tables, ready for year 
four.  In year three, we need to know our 2,5,10,3,4, and 8 times 
tables by the end of the year.  To help us do this, we have been using 
Time Tables Rock Stars.  Please make sure your child completes their 
homework challenges each week to support their knowledge and 
learning.  Some children have already reached ‘rock star’ and ‘rock 
legend’ status in their studio games already!  Well done Year Three. 


