
 

 Autumn 
 

Spring Summer 

Year 1 Children will use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the geography of their 

school and its grounds. Exploring the key human 

and physical features of the schools surrounding 

environment. 

 

They will use simple compass directions and 

locational and directional language, to describe the 

location of features and the location of features 

and routes on a map.  

 

Children will draw and label items they can see in 

the museum e.g. dinosaur, fossil, train, people, 

buildings. 

 

 

Children will name, locate and identify the 

characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of 

the UK. Children should identify where they have been 

on holiday on the map of the UK.  

 

Children will discuss similarities and differences 

between various places in the UK e.g. countryside, 

seaside.  

 

Children will plot seaside towns on a map of the UK to 

then plot holiday destinations on a world map. 

 

Year 1 will navigate their way around the classroom 

and school grounds. 

 

To continue their work on identifying the human and 

physical features of the school environment. Children 

to take photos of interesting things in the local area 

and explain what the photos show. Fieldwork in the 

local area/close proximity to the school e.g. the road, 

park, river, shops. 

 

The children will understand that a world map 

shows all the countries in the world. Locate our 

locality on a world and UK map; begin to locate 

other places and understand the differences in 

weather patterns (e.g. places they have been on 

holiday). Within this they will look at how different 

weather might affect lives of people who live 

there 

 

On a map of the UK, children will label the 

countries and also their capital cities. Linking to 

how Florence Nightingale opened up St. Thomas' 

hospital in London. 

 

Year 2 Children will take part in fieldwork to develop 

knowledge and understanding of the school and 

their local area.  

  

They will build on knowledge and understanding of 

the geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical  

Children will visit our local beach to compare and 

contrast with KM Isle of Struay, linked to class reading 

book. 

Visit South Shields beach look at the use of physical 

and human features. 

The children will then make maps and plans of the Isle 

of Struay. 

 

Children will take part in fieldwork to develop 

knowledge and understanding by visiting our 

local park linked to science and plants and 

animals 

 

They will identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in the UK, linking to Alnwick gardens and  

 



 

geography of a small area of the UK. Using basic 

geographical vocabulary to refer to key human 

features. 

 

The children will use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks, human 

features and then devise a simple map with 

symbols and a key. 

 

Looking at the seaside the children will use basic 

geographical vocab to refer to key physical 

features, including: beach, cliff, coast, sea, ocean. 

river, season and weather.  

Look at physical and human features and label places  

on a map.  Use basic geographical vocab to refer to 

key human features, including: city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop. 

 

They will identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

in the UK and Antarctic and in hot and cold areas of 

the world in relation to the Equator and North and 

South Poles. 

 

The children will answer key geographical questions 

such as, 

What is it like to live in this place? How is it different? 

The same? 

The children will then make a Fact file/Holiday 

brochure. 

 

 

seasonal changes from photos, past visits and  

their visit in spring. 

 

 

Year 3 Children in Year 3 will locate the world’s countries 

using maps to focus on Europe and North and 

South America. Looking on maps for the countries 

which produce different ingredients in chocolate 

bars, including fruits.  

 

 

Children will explore their local area and how farming 

has changed over the years. Understanding the 

similarities and differences in human and physical 

geography. Looking at settlement, land use, trade, 

food and the land use patterns over time.  

 

Using their topic of Iron and stone age they will 

investigate changes to farming – Stone Age to modern 

day. 

 

For their European study they will look at Italy and the 

physical geography mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. Topographical features and climate 

zones in Italy. 

Children will draw maps of local area and look at 

the local environment linked to their riverside 

walk. Making sketches in field work trip. Compare 

info from atlases and globes and identify parts of 

a river and land use around these. 

 

They will study area and make maps.  Examine 

land use and explore feature at river.  Looking at 

effects of people on the environment. 

 

The children will use maps with grid references. 

Moving to working out routes on maps learning 

how to find the longest/shortest routes 

They will plan routes using 4 points of compass. 



 

The children will locate places in the world where 

volcanoes occur. Draw diagrams, produce writing and 

use the 

correct vocabulary for each stage of the process of 

volcanic eruption.  

 

 

Children will make field measurements over time, 

collecting temperature and comparing with 

information from internet to discuss weather and 

climate. They will take measurements over time 

of the outdoor temperature in the school yard, 

record and discuss. 

 

Using location of Rwanda.  Children will compare 

climates, discussing why they are different.  

Exploring different characteristics of different 

places in the world. Children will express views 

and learn how people affect the environment. To 

then suggest ways to improve the local 

environment. 

 

Year 4 Children will explore questions to help answer 

what caused the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings to 

move in the first place? 

What were their settlements like?  Drawing 

conclusions about the location of the 

settlements based on prior knowledge. How did 

they use the land and how has land use changed 

today? How did they trade? How is that different to 

today? 

Children will Study maps of Anglo-Saxon and 

Viking settlements 

 

Children will Know and locate the 

world’s oceans during map work, moving on to 

identifying the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere,  

Children will investigate economic activities including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

linked to Roman trade. 

 

Children will study maps of Roman occupancy/empire 

and how compares to modern day.  

 

Children will compare their knowledge of Vikings to 

explore why did the Romans choose to settle where 

they did? What were their settlements like?  Draw 

conclusions about the location of the settlements 

based on prior knowledge. How did they use the land 

and how has land use changed today? How did they 

trade? How is that different today? 

 

 

 

Children will explore case studies of Colchester 

and Cirencester. Understand how the towns of 

Colchester and Cirencester have built up over the 

centuries, examining maps and looking at 

population sizes and data collection. For their 

field work studies. 

 

The children will learn about Fosse Way- How 

has Roman roads impacted our road system? 

Looking at A roads and how they mirror our roads 

today. 

 

Children will begin to experiment with and 

understand 4 figure grid references on maps. 

 

Using the eight points of a compass, symbols and  



 

Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones. 

 

 

 

keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) to explain /identify points on a map and 

build their knowledge of the local area, United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

 

 

Year 5 Children will study maps of the shipyards 

comparing past to present day. Looking at city, 

where were majority of houses, schools, has that 

changed and why do you think it changed? 

 

Children will investigate the economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and 

water. Answering the question, how did the ship 

yards help our coal heritage? 

What else were the ship yards used for, why use 

ships for transport?  

 

During WWII topic children will study the major 

countries involved and their capital cities (UK, 

Germany, Poland, Italy, Japan, USA etc). Maps of 

Europe, their capital cities and the Trench 

Locations. 

 

 

Exploring Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones, 

Children will understand the connections between time 

zones and the Earth’s rotation and orbit of the sun. 

Choosing best graph and table to record Hours of 

sunlight data. 

 

The children will explore maps of the UK and linked to 

class novel which county is Devon in. Using maps and 

atlases help us learn about the UK’s counties and 

major cities (Evacuee Journey) using four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and keys (including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps).  

 

Linked to map work, we will look at 8-point compass. 

Why are we talked about as the North East? Locate 

main cities and explain direction using compass. 

 

Temperature Contrast with Greece and UK 

climate. What is the difference in climate? 

Exploring agriculture difference, for wider 

understanding of physical and human features. 

 

Children will investigate types of settlement and 

land use Ancient Greeks linked to modern day. 

How did it change and grow –Why has it 

changed? 

 

On a world map, locate the main countries in 

Europe and Asia and identify their main 

environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, and major cities. 

 

Year 6 Children will use the eight points of a compass, 

four- and six-grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and 

 

Children will use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping. To locate world's countries, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics. 

 

SATs and Secondary transition 

 

Use of OS maps/orienteering Residential visit to 

Derwent Hill 



 

the wider world. 

They will draw map using OS symbols including 6 

figure grid references to show understanding and 

knowledge. 

 

Exploring Antarctica children will identify specific 

physical geography. Identify the position and 

significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones. 

 

Children will develop their understanding of 

recognising and identifying key physical and 

human geographical features of the world; how 

these are interdependent and how they bring 

about spatial variation and change over time. 

 

Children will be able to describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography, Understanding the 

physical features of the 10 Natural Wonders of the 

World.  

 

Comparing the climate of the Grand Canyon (USA) 

and Ha Long Bay (Vietnam) to continue work on 

climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Understand climate change and the gases associated 

with the greenhouse effect 

 

Children will discuss the impact of deforestation, the 

change in land use and its impact on the environment 

 

 

 
 

 


