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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 
School name Dame Dorothy Primary 
Number of pupils in school  214 
Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 61 pupils (31%) 
Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3-year plans are recommended) 

2021/22 – 2023/24 

Date this statement was published December 2021 
Date on which it will be reviewed November 2022 
Statement authorised by Iain Williamson 
Pupil premium lead Iain Williamson 
Governor  Christine Stafford 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 
Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £73 632 
Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £4 568 
Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£78 200 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 
Statement of intent 
Challenges 
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Reading: Feedback from teachers, formative assessment and 
observation are highlighting that children in KS1 are reading less 
fluently than we would expect pre-lockdown 

2 Writing & grammar: Feedback from teachers, formative assessment and 
observation are highlighting that age appropriate application of grammar 
and the ability to write a piece of sustained writing is below our 
expectations 

3 Well-being: Feedback from teachers and parents with observations of 
pupils have identified an increased number of children needing 
emotional support following the full re-opening of school. 

4 Wider Curriculum: Feedback from pupils has highlighted that children’s 
experiences and opportunities to explore the outside of world have been 
severely limited during lockdown and narrowed their understanding of 
the wider world. 

Intended outcomes  
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 
and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 
Reading: Children in KS1 are reading 
fluently and accurately using phonetic 
strategies to standards of pre-lockdown 

KS1 outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 
for reading show a large majority of 
disadvantaged children meeting the 
expected standard 

Writing and grammar: Children in both 
key stages are writing sustained pieces of 
work that contain age appropriate 
expectations for grammar that are used 
correctly 

End of KS2 writing outcomes are 
showing a large majority of 
disadvantaged children achieving the 
expected standard 

Well-being: To provide regular emotional 
well-being support to all of our pupils 
through dedicated opportunities and 
themed days in addition to our PSHE 
curriculum 

Pupil well-being surveys shows a very 
large majority of all children (including 
disadvantaged) as being good 
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Wider Curriculum: To provide as many 
opportunities for new experiences through 
curriculum linked visits, exposure to the 
arts, performances and competitions 

All children (regardless of background) 
will have had multiple opportunities to 
participate in rich cultural experiences. 

Activity in this academic year 
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 
this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £7500 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Whole school CPD 
for Phonics 

Review of phonics approach and 
delivery. Refresher CPD sought for 
the consistent delivery of RWI 
across all year groups.  

1 

Target bottom 20% of 
readers and children 
identified with 
significant gaps in 
their learning 

Catch up programme in place to 
provide additional support to those 
disadvantaged pupils needing 
support with reading to close the 
attainment gap. We will be providing 
additional phonics sessions for those 
children identified 

1 & 2 

NFER standardised 
assessments 
purchased  

To establish an accurate and reliable 
overview of where children are at 
following a lengthy period of 
disruption. Also, to help staff identify 
gaps in learning and target specific 
pupils 

1 & 2 

CPD for staff to 
support mental health 
and well-being needs 
of pupils 

Staff with greater awareness and 
understanding of behaviours linked 
to mental health are better placed to 
support children and unpick any 
barriers they have to learning 

3 

Review of all long- 
and medium-term 
curriculum mapping  

Ensuring that our curriculum meets 
the needs of all pupils, following a 
lengthy period of disruption, in order 
that children are engaged and 
motivated to investigate and learn 
new things 

4 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 
structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £62700 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Volunteer governor 
coming into school 
multiple times per 
week to support 
reading for most 
vulnerable pupils 

Supporting disadvantaged children 
who are not receiving the regular 
home support for their formative 
reading skills. 

1 

High staffing ratios to 
support the effective 
delivery of phonics to 
children of similar 
abilities 

Reduced size of phonics groups to 
target disadvantaged pupils and 
provide them with specific support 

1 

School focus on 
quality first delivery 
for writing 

Regular CPD sessions with staff to 
share good practice for the delivery 
of writing and cross year group 
moderation.  Emphasis upon 
effective strategies for teacher 
modelling of writing 
 

2 

Themed well-being 
days held half termly 
as a driver to raise 
awareness and 
promote discussion 

Well-being lead, supported by all 
staff, promotes national and local 
initiatives that is a driver for 
discussion with pupils and adults 
through activities, games and events 
that can highlight issues and lead to 
signposting families for help 

3 

A rich cultural capital 
programme is in 
place to broaden 
pupil experiences 

Learning outside of the classroom 
environment has huge benefits to all 
children. Widening experiences, 
providing new opportunities and 
inspiring a love for learning are 
essential requirements for our most 
disadvantaged pupils.  Regular trips 
and visits linked to curriculum are 
planned in, along with sporting 
competitions, an appreciation of the 
arts, subsidised musical instrumental 
teaching, outdoor residential 
adventures. 

4 
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 
wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £8000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

School seeks silver 
charter mark for well-
being 

Holistic approach to good mental 
health and well-being in school for 
pupils and adults. Reflective of our 
practice and the opportunities we 
offer to engage and support. 

All 

Subsidising cultural 
rich opportunities 

Financially supporting disadvantaged 
pupils via extended school clubs 
running before and after the school 
day. (breakfast club) 
Reduced cost for musical tuition and 
sporting participation. 
Financial help for disadvantaged 
pupils attending residential visits, 
performances with the arts and 
curriculum opportunities 

3 & 4 

 
Total budgeted cost: £78200 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 
This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 
academic year.  

Autumn 2021 assessments show a drop-in levels of reading for our disadvantaged 
pupils in KS1 and lower KS2 when compared with figures prior to the first national 
lockdown. Autumn data indicates disadvantaged pupils are performing well and are on 
track to perform in line with non-disadvantaged pupils in school. 

The impact of Covid and school closures cannot be underestimated despite the best 
efforts of school to equip all disadvantaged learners with access to school technology 
to engage in online learning.  It is worth noting that we believe the amount of online 
learning has had a negative impact on writing and grammar skills of the majority of 
children across all year groups. 

School used pupil premium to provide a wealth of home support that included our 
blended learning offer and the necessary technology that went with it, alongside 
welfare bags, food parcels and supportive phone calls home. 

Externally provided programmes 

Programme Provider 
Read Write Inc  
White Rose   

Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

Measure Details  
How did you spend your service pupil 
premium allocation last academic year? 

NA 

What was the impact of that spending on 
service pupil premium eligible pupils? 
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