
 

I can make new words by adding –ing. 
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STAGE 1Unit focus: Explorers

Text focus: Narrative (300L)

Bella and the Balloon
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Bella wanted to fl y but she couldn’t fl y. 

She didn’t have wings. Bella was just a 

child. She often tried to fl y. She would 

jump off chairs. She would jump off 

tables. She would fl ap her arms like 

wings. She fl apped them up and down as 

fast as she could. It still didn’t work. 

It was Bella’s 9th birthday. She asked for 

a present. 

She asked for a pair of wings. She didn’t 

get any. 

Bella’s mum sat her down. 

“Children can’t fl y” said Bella’s mum. 

Bella was sad. She liked her present. A pair of sunglasses.  She wanted 

wings. She wanted to explore the sky. 

She also got a little red balloon. It was tied to a string. It fl oated in the air. 

It made Bella happy. 

Bella had an idea. She took the string. She tied the string around her 

sunglasses. The balloon lifted them up. The sunglasses were fl ying!

A year passed. It was Bella’s 10th birthday. She asked for a present. She 

asked for 100 balloons. 

She woke up. She felt excited. She went downstairs. There were 100 little 

red balloons. They fl oated in the air. Bella was so happy! She had an idea… 

RETRIEVAL FOCUS

1. What did Bella get for her 

9th birthday? 

2. How did Bella feel on her 

10th birthday?

3. What size was Bella’s hot 

air balloon?

4. What did the little children 

see when they looked up?
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VIPERS QUESTIONS

S Why was Bella unhappy on her 9th Birthday?

V Which word means Bella was ‘well known’? 

Explorer    Clouds     Famous

I What was the weather like on Bella’s 20th Birthday?

R Where did Bella explore? 

The balloons were tied to a string. Bella took the string. The balloons 

lifted her up. She was flying all around the room. It was like magic. 

10 years passed. It was Bella’s 20th birthday. She didn’t ask for a present. 

She didn’t buy a little red balloon. She made a big red hot air balloon. It 

was bigger than a house!  

She climbed into the balloon. She put some sunglasses on. The balloon 

floated in the air. It went higher and higher. Bella was in the sky. She could 

fly! She was an explorer now. 

Bella explored the sky. She explored the clouds. She could see so far. Her 

red balloon was famous. Bella was famous too. Everybody knew her name. 

Little children looked up to the sky. They could see something. They could 

see a red balloon high up. It was Bella. 

The girl who could fly.
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Answers

1. Sunglasses / a pair of sunglasses

2. Happy / Excited 

3. Bigger than a house 

4. Bella / Bella’s balloon / a big red balloon

S: She wanted wings / she couldn’t fly / she didn’t get wings

V: Famous

I: Sunny / Hot

R: The sky and clouds (accept either)



1  Complete the sentences.

a)           

 There are  pairs with  mittens in 

 each pair.

 There are  mittens altogether.

b)    

    

 There are  groups with  counters in 

 each group. 

 There are  counters altogether. 

2  Which is the unequal group?

3  Complete the equal groups. Complete the  

sentence to describe each part.

 There are  groups with  in each group.

 a) 

 b)

 c)     

4  a)  How has Annie sorted these groups?  

 

      

 

 

b) Where does this group belong?

Recognise equal groups
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5  Match the sentences to the pictures.

There are 3 equal 

groups with 5 in 

each group.

There are 4 equal 

groups with 2 in 

each group.

There are 2 equal 

groups with 4 in 

each group.

6  

   

I can see 5 equal 

groups of 2

 

Is Whitney correct? 

Talk to a partner.       

 

Recognise equal groups

© White Rose Maths 2019

3  Complete the equal groups. Complete the  

sentence to describe each part.

 There are  groups with  in each group.

 a) 

 b)

 c)     

4  a)  How has Annie sorted these groups?  

 

      

 

 

b) Where does this group belong?


